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Message Text 


DRAFTED BY EUR/CE:SMKLINGAMAN/RCBARKLEY:BJR 

APPROVED BY EUR:GEORGE S. VEST 

EUR:JEGOODBY 

EUR:WLUERS 

EUR/CE:WMWOESSNER 

S/S:JETHYDEN 

120957 220210Z/41 

R 220126Z DEC 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BONN 


SECRET STATE 304575 


NODIS 


E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: PGOVETELGWUS 

SUBJECT :RFE/RL: HOLZKIRCHEN MODERNIZATION 
REF: BONN 20853 

1 . AS SUGGESTED REFTEL, ASSISTANT SECRETARY VEST RAISED 
RFE/RL HOLZKIRCHEN MODERNIZATION WITH BLECH ON DECEMBER 20. 
VEST EXPRESSED USG'S UNDERSTANDING FOR FRG'S NEED TO 
CONSIDER FULLY THE POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF OUR REQUEST 
FOR THE FOUR 250 KW TRANSMITTERS, BUT NOTED THAT AS THE 
REQUEST HAS BEEN PENDING SINCE MARCH WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
KNOWING WHEN WE COULD EXPECT AN FRG DECISION. 

2. BLECH SAID THE U.S. REQUEST WAS BEING CAREFULLY STUDIED 
SECRET 
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IN BONN. HE CLAIMED THAT THE FOREIGN OFFICE HAD 
RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF THE USG APPLICATION TO THE 
CHANCELLOR'S OFFICE, BUT THAT THERE CONTINUED TO BE SOME 
RESERVATIONS WITHIN THE CHANCELLOR'S STAFF AS TO THE FORM 
OF THE FRG RESPONSE. BLECH REMARKED THAT THE FRG CONTINUES 
TO RECEIVE COMPLAINTS FROM THE EAST AS TO THE CONTENTS OF 
THE BROADCASTS. 
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3. BLECH SAID HE COULD NOT PREDICT WHEN THE CHANCELLOR'S 
OFFICE WOULD MAKE A DECISION, BUT THAT HE WOULD REPORT THAT 
VEST HAD RAISED THE PROBLEM SPECIALLY. BLECH FURTHER 
AGREED THAT THE ISSUE SHOULD BE RESOLVED RAPIDLY AND 
WOULD URGE THE CHANCELLOR'S OFFICE TO ACT ON THE MATTER 
PROMPTLY. VANCE 
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FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 304575 SENT ACTION BONN DEC 22. 
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1 . AS SUGGESTED REFTEL, ASSISTANT SECRETARY VEST RAISED 
RFE/RL HOLZKIRCHEN MODERNIZATION WITH BLECH ON DECEMBER 20. 
VEST EXPRESSED USG'S UNDERSTANDING FOR FRG'S NEED TO 
CONSIDER FULLY THE POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF OUR REQUEST 
FOR THE FOUR 250 KW TRANSMITTERS, BUT NOTED THAT AS THE 
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REQUEST HAS BEEN PENDING SINCE MARCH WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
KNOWING WHEN WE COULD EXPECT AN FRG DECISION. 
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2. BLECH SAID THE U.S. REQUEST WAS BEING CAREFULLY STUDIED 
IN BONN. HE CLAIMED THAT THE FOREIGN OFFICE HAD 
RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF THE USG APPLICATION TO THE 
CHANCELLOR S OFFICE. BUT THAT THERE CONTINUED TO BE SOME 
RESERVATIONS WITHIN THE CHANCELLOR S STAFF AS TO THE FORM 
OF THE FRG RESPONSE. BLECH REMARKED THAT THE FRG CONTINUES 
TO RECEIVE COMPLAINTS FROM THE EAST AS TO THE CONTENTS OF 
THE BROADCASTS. 

3. BLECH SAID HE COULD NOT PREDICT WHEN THE CHANCELLOR'S 
OFFICE WOULD MAKE A DECISION, BUT THAT HE WOULD REPORT THAT 
VEST HAD RAISED THE PROBLEM SPECIALLY. BLECH FURTHER 
AGREED THAT THE ISSUE SHOULD BE RESOLVED RAPIDLY AND 
WOULD URGE THE CHANCELLOR'S OFFICE TO ACT ON THE MATTER 
PROMPTLY. VANCE 
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